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There is only one comprehensive rule: 

ALL PUPILS MUST AT ALL TIMES BEHAVE SENSIBLY AND WELL 

It follows that any breach of common sense or common courtesy is likely to be a breach of 

school rules; clearly any breach of the law of the land is a serious breach of school rules. 

Compliance with school rules and any amendments made from time to time is a condition of 

pupils’ continued membership of the school. Pupils are expected to adhere to school rules whilst 

under school discipline, i.e. throughout the day, on their way to and from school, at all times 

whilst wearing school uniform and during any school-based activity. Pupils should be aware that 

actions committed out of school have the capacity to harm the reputation of the school, and 

therefore to be regarded as a breach of school discipline. 

All pupils should behave sensibly and well. Pupils must show courtesy to each other, to staff, to 

members of the public, and to the school site in respecting all that is required of them in order to 

keep the community safe. 

In particular the following regulations apply: 

1. Rules to preserve good order and discipline 

a) Pupils must conform to the dress regulations of the School. 

b) Packed lunches should be eaten in the Dining Hall or Café or at one of the outdoor 

benches. Food and drink should not be consumed in the classrooms, houserooms, 

laboratories, Library or Milham Ford. All litter must be disposed of appropriately. 

Chewing gum is strictly forbidden. 

c) During school working hours, no pupil may be off the school premises. No pupil below 

the Upper Sixth Form may leave the school premises during break or lunch except with 

their tutor’s written permission. Upper Sixth pupils may be allowed home on afternoons 

when they have no lessons if parents give their written consent and this is approved by 

the Heads of Upper Sixth. 

d) Pupils must be prepared to play games whenever selected: fixtures (incl. weekend 

fixtures) are published in the diary and on SOCS. Any request to be excused from a 

fixture should be made by the pupil’s parent in writing to the teacher in charge of the 

team giving a clear reason: such exceptional requests should be made at least one week in 

advance, and in any case not less than 24 hours before the fixture is due to take place. 

Where necessary, the teacher will refer the matter to the Usher and then Master, who 

have final say whether the request for absence is granted. The same principles apply for 

all other school extra-curricular commitments. 

e) Pupils must not run in school buildings or on external walkways. 



 

2. Rules to ensure personal safety and good health 

a) No pupil may ever drive with another pupil in his or her car without that pupil’s parents’ 

written permission. Pupils’ cars may not be parked on school premises at any time in or out 

of term. 

b) Bicycles and scooters must not be ridden within the school boundaries, nor across the 

pavement. Bicycles, when not in use, must be kept at all times in the cycle sheds. E-scooters 

are not permitted. Pedal enhancing E-bikes must conform to national regulations, and not be 

used by those under 14. Cyclists must wear crash helmets. No skateboards are permitted on 

site. 

c) Pupils should not go within ten feet of the river. Pupils should not be on the Spit or playing 

fields unless supervised by a member of staff. 

d) Pupils should only use the changing rooms or toilets for their intended purpose. They must 

not use these as communal social areas. 

e) Matches, fireworks and other explosives, firearms, catapults and weapons (including pen-

knives) of any sort are forbidden. 

f) The consumption or possession of illegal substances, legal “highs” or other substances which 

might prejudice the reputation of the school or the welfare of the pupil, is forbidden. A 

failure to undergo a drugs test will be treated as a disciplinary issue in accordance with the 

School’s Discipline and Exclusion Policy. 

g) Smoking (including vaping) on the school premises, in the streets and other public places, or 

possessing tobacco in any form is forbidden. 

h) Pupils under 18 may not enter premises where intoxicating drinks are sold except in the 

company of their parents. No pupil may enter such premises during the school day. 

Intoxicating drinks must not be brought on to the school premises, nor consumed during the 

school day. 

i) Pupils must not climb onto roofs or over school gates or railings. 

j) Pupils playing on School Field at lunchtime must be supervised and must wear shoes. 

k) Pupils must wear a mouthguard for playing rugby and hockey, and shinpads for playing 

hockey or soccer. 

l) The school is a nut-aware environment. Pupils should not bring any food containing nuts into 

school (foods with the warning ‘May contain traces of nuts’ are permitted) 

3. Rules to safeguard property 

a) Throwing balls, or anything else, indoors is forbidden. On the playground only tennis balls 

may be used except in games organised by a teacher. Common sense needs to be exercised 

both in the interests of all users of the playground and the fabric of the school. 



 

b) If pupils remain on the school site more than fifteen minutes after the end of lessons, they 

must go to the Library or to an organised activity. 

c) All possessions must be clearly marked with the owner’s name; all pupils in the Fifth Form 

and below must have name tags on their bags. 

d) No pupil may enter a Houseroom other than their own other than for a lesson or with the 

permission of the Head of Year or House Tutor. Such permission may be given on a 

reasonably “long-term” basis, however. 

e) No pupil may interfere with another pupil’s locker nor tamper with another pupil’s 

belongings. 

f) Big School, the landing stages and the veranda of the pavilion are out of bounds to all pupils 

except for authorised use. 

g) Bags must not be left in stairwells or doorways at any time. At all other times, bags must be 

kept in bag racks, lockers or Houserooms. External bag racks are for use in school hours 

only. 

h) School computers should not be used for viewing or saving unsuitable material and no pupil 

should incorporate another person’s image into a document without their express permission. 

Pupils should abide by the Computer Usage and Internet Access Policy. 

i) Pupils are responsible for the security of any valuable items they bring to school (including 

phones and devices). When not in use, valuable items should be stored in pupils’ own 

individual lockers and never left in changing rooms. Pupils should remove their sports bags 

from the changing rooms immediately after each time of use. 

j) Pupils are not allowed to buy or sell goods to each other at school. 

k) The School takes plagiarism (including the misuse of AI) seriously. It displays at the very 

least a lack of respect for the research and work of others; it also indicates a marked lack of 

intellectual rigour on the part of the perpetrator. 

l) Having a school locker confirms that the pupil agrees to their locker being searched in line 

with the procedures and conditions set out in the Behaviour Management Policy 

Use of Mobile Phones and Other Devices 

The School recommends that parents should delay buying their child a smart phone until at least 

the end of the Lower Fourth, and ideally the end of the Fifth Form. An older style “brick” phone 

provides all of the communication and safety benefits with far fewer drawbacks and risks. The 

following rules apply (“mobile phones” includes other similar smart devices): 

1. For members of the Sixth Form, mobile phones and headphones are permitted in school but 

may only be used in the Sixth Form Common Room, or in the two Sixth Form study rooms, 

or with the express permission of a member of staff. Staff may require that pupils cease using 

mobile phones and put them away at any time.  



 

2. In all other areas of school site, Sixth Form pupils must keep their phones out of sight. Any 

contravention of this rule will lead to a school detention. 

3. The School operates a Bring Your Own Device policy for Sixth Form pupils. These devices 

may be used for work anywhere on the school site. 

4. For members of 2nd Form – 5th Form, mobile phones may be brought to school but must be 

switched off and placed in their locker on arrival until 15:50. If a pupil is found in possession 

of a phone (in sight, in their pocket or in their bag) on school site before 15:50, they will be 

asked to take their phone to their locker and will be issued with a school detention. 

5. Before 15:50, headphones may be used in the library during quiet study with the express 

permission and supervision of a member of staff, but they may not be connected to a mobile 

phone. 

6. After 15:50, 2nd Form – 5th Form pupils may briefly use their phones to sort logistics of 

their journey home. Other use of phones after 15:50 is not permitted, unless with the express 

permission and supervision of a member of staff. Contravention of this rule will lead to a 

referral. 

7. The spirit of these rules also applies on school trips, fixtures and rehearsals, but members of 

staff may choose to relax some aspects of the rules as appropriate. 

8. Phones should never be used in school for gaming or social media. There should be no 

gaming-only handheld devices used in school. 

9. The use of phones or any other device to take photographic images or videos is strictly 

forbidden, unless with the express permission of a teacher 

10. Smartwatches are not permitted below Sixth Form. 

11. Junior School pupils are not permitted to have mobile phones and smart devices, including 

smartwatches and devices with the ability to take photographs, during the school day and 

while pupils are on school site. 

12. If such devices are required for Junior School pupils for travelling to and from school, then 

they must be clearly labelled, switched off and handed in at JS Reception when the pupils 

arrive at school. The devices can be collected from JS Reception when the pupil is leaving 

school at the end of their day. If pupils are found with such devices during the school day, 

they will be confiscated, and this will result in a conduct slip. 

13. School staff may ask a pupil to empty their pockets if they suspect the pupil may have a 

mobile phone in contravention of these rules. In addition, Heads of Year/Section may 

conduct spot checks of whole houserooms. 

14. The School reserves the right to search pupils and their possessions (coats, bags etc.) for 

mobile phones. Searches will only be conducted by one of the School’s (Deputy) Designated 



 

Safeguarding Leads of the same sex as the pupil and in the presence of another member of 

staff as a witness. 

15. Requests for exemptions from these rules should be made to the Usher (for example for 

pupils who need to use devices to monitor medical conditions). 

Pupil use of phones on coach journeys and school trips 

“Phones” includes smart phones and brick phones, and also includes any internet enabled devices 

(tablets, gaming devices, smart watches) 

Coach Journeys (e.g. sports fixtures) and Day Trips 

2nd-L4th forms 

• Pupils may have their phones with them 

• Pupils should not use their phone on the coach or during the trip without the express 

permission of a member of staff 

• Contravention of these rules will lead to a sanction, typically a referral 

• Staff may allow pupils to use a phone, or a camera, as a camera if this has 

educational/souvenir benefit. Pupils should not take photos of other pupils or staff 

without first obtaining consent 

• If return times look set to differ significantly from the plan, pupils will be allowed to call 

or text home to sort logistics. Staff will make it clear that those without a phone can ask a 

member of staff to make contact instead 

U4th-U6th forms 

• Pupils may have their phones with them 

• Staff will tell pupils whether they may or may not use their phones. Usage should be age 

appropriate (e.g. Game/video age certificates) and pupils are reminded that school rules 

apply 

• Contravention of these rules will lead to a sanction, typically a referral 

• Staff may allow pupils to use a phone, or a camera, as a camera if this has 

educational/souvenir benefit. Pupils should not take photos of other pupils or staff 

without first obtaining consent. Staff may suggest the use of certain apps, e.g. for data 

recording, but should always provide an alternative for pupils without a suitable device 

• If there are mixed age coaches/trips, pupils in U4th and above must not allow pupils in 

L4th or below to join them in any phone usage. 



 

• If return times look set to differ significantly from the plan, pupils will be encouraged to 

call or text home to sort logistics. Staff will make it clear that those without a phone can 

ask a member of staff to make contact instead. 

HM School Bus, public buses etc. 

• Pupils may use their phones on journeys to and from school but must remember that 

school rules still apply – pupils must at all times behave sensibly and well 

• The pupil code of conduct for HM bus states: “Behave appropriately and be mindful of 

different age groups of children travelling. Pupils should not shout and if using devices 

these should be muted or headphones should be used. Foul and abusive language will not 

be tolerated.” 

• Where pupils or parents have any concerns about behaviour on journeys to and from 

school, they should contact their (child’s) tutor 

Residential Trips 

2nd-L4th forms 

• Pupils will be discouraged from taking their phones with them. Trip leaders may request 

that no phones are brought 

• Staff will collect in any phones that are brought and only return them to pupils at agreed 

times for photography etc. or for a short time to communicate with home. Pupils will 

normally be allowed phones during periods of remote supervision. Pupils will not be 

allowed phones overnight 

• Staff may allow pupils to use a phone, or a camera, as a camera if this has 

educational/souvenir benefit. Pupils should not take photos of other pupils or staff 

without first obtaining consent. 

• Staff will set expectations at the beginning of each trip/day, and follow up with sanctions 

as necessary 

• If return times look set to differ significantly from the plan, pupils would be allowed to 

call or text home to sort logistics. Staff will make it clear that those without a phone can 

ask a member of staff to make contact instead. 

U4th-U6th forms 

• Trip leaders may request that no phones are brought, or use the guidance for 2nd-L4th. 

• Pupils are allowed to keep their phones with them at the discretion of the trip leader. 

Pupils will normally be allowed phones during periods of remote supervision and when 

they may wish to take photographs. U4th and 5th Form Pupils will not be allowed their 

phones overnight. Sixth Form pupils may be given access to their phones overnight, but 

will be reminded that rest is important 



 

• Staff may allow pupils to use a phone, or a camera, as a camera if this has 

educational/souvenir benefit. Pupils should not take photos of other pupils or staff 

without first obtaining consent. Staff may suggest the use of certain apps, e.g. for data 

recording, but should always provide an alternative for pupils without a suitable device 

• Staff will set this expectation at the beginning of each trip/day, and follow up with 

sanctions as necessary 

• If return times look set to differ significantly from the plan, pupils would be allowed to 

call or text home to sort logistics. Staff will make it clear that those without a phone can 

ask a member of staff to make contact instead. 

Junior School Coach Journeys and Trips 

• Phones are not permitted on coach journeys, for example on Sports fixtures and when 

pupils are on day trips. 

• If pupils have left phones at JS Reception and are attending an away fixture and going 

straight home from the fixture, they should collect their phone from JS Reception and 

give it to the teacher in charge to hold on to until the pupil is handed over to their parents 

when going home. 

• Phones are not permitted on residential trips 

Social Media 

Social media should not be used during school hours. Social media accounts have age 

restrictions and these should be followed. The School recommends delaying getting social media 

accounts for as long as possible. Pupils using social media out of school are advised always to 

bear the following in mind: 

 Content and style 

• Always remember that what might seem like a private contact online, may not be, or remain, 

private at all. 

• Particularly remember this with regard to language. Pupils are advised to look at language 

used as if one of their parents (or the Usher) were reading it (which they might be …). 

 Risks 

• Harm to self. There is danger in the inappropriate, inaccurate and manipulative content that 

can be fed to you via social media. There is danger in being in touch with individuals when 

you have no definite knowledge of who they are. There is danger of having information 

about yourself on the internet, which might be a concern to you as an individual now or in 

the future, e.g. it might be referenced by a university or an employer. There is danger of 

giving an inordinate amount of your own time to social media. 



 

• Harm to others. Social media has the potential to be used for significant anti-social 

behaviour, and systematic or opportunistic unkindness, within and beyond school. 

• Harm to the school. Always remember that the use of social media can bring the school into 

disrepute. 

Parents are strongly encouraged that internet enabled devices should be left outside their 

children’s bedrooms overnight. All pupils should cease screen time activity at least 30 minutes 

before they go to bed. 

Sixth Form Rules 

The majority of school rules apply to the Sixth Form as much as to any other pupil. There are, 

however, some rules which are different or specific to the Sixth Form. 

Leaving the site during school hours 

• Upper Sixth Formers may go to the local shops briefly during break, lunch or study periods 

but may not remain offsite for more than 15 minutes: this is to ensure prompt registration in 

case of fire. 

• Any Sixth Former who is going to be offsite for more than 15 minutes must sign out (and in 

again) at Reception. 

• It is not permissible for Sixth Formers to smoke, vape, drink alcohol, take legal highs or do 

anything else which may bring the school into disrepute, either while they are offsite during 

school hours, or on the journey to or from school. 

Study periods 

There are no free periods in the Sixth Form. However, there are study periods to which the 

following rules apply: 

• All Lower Sixth Formers should be in the Library or in the Sixth Form Centre study rooms 

during the entirety of each study period. Lower Sixth Formers should never, therefore, be in 

the Sixth Form Common Room during lesson time. 

• Upper Sixth Formers may spend study periods in the Sixth Form Common Room. This is a 

privilege which may be revoked by the Sixth Form Team as appropriate. 

• Any Upper Sixth Former who does not have timetabled lessons during periods 7 or 8 may 

seek permission to go home to do work in the afternoon after 1.15pm. Any such requests must 

be approved by the Head of Sixth Form and the school must have parental permission to this 

effect. 

• Those studying Art may work in the sixth form Art studio during study periods, with the Head 

of Art’s permission. 



 

• Those studying Music may work in the Music rooms during study periods, with the Director 

of Music’s permission 

Driving 

• Sixth Formers are not allowed to park on the school site or on Christ Church grounds at any 

time. 

• No Sixth Former may ever drive with another pupil in their car without both sets of parents’ 

written permission. 

• If a Sixth Former drives to school, they must ensure they leave a reasonable amount of time to 

park and get to registration by 08.25. 

Sixth Form Common Room 

• Common Room is open from 07.30 – 18.00 Monday to Friday. 

• No ball games or boisterous behaviour in the Common Room at any time. 

• Music may not be played in lesson time. 

• For Games lessons, Sixth Formers should use the changing rooms provided, and must not get 

changed in the Sixth Form Common Room. 

• Pupils should tidy up after themselves and ensure all their litter goes in the bins. 

Library Rules 

The Library is open during term time from Monday to Friday, 8.00am – 5.30 pm. 

Behaviour Rules 

• All pupils are welcome in the Library, which is a place for reading and quiet work. 

• Talking should be in hushed tones and kept to a minimum. A brief exchange of words about 

work is acceptable but extended discussions and social conversations are not. 

• Pupils may not behave in a way that will distract other pupils from reading or working. 

• Food and drink are not permitted in the library without permission from Library staff. 

• The School’s rules on phones and devices apply equally in the Library. 

• Computers should be used for work only; no games are permitted. 

Borrowing Rules 

• Lower and Middle School pupils may borrow 6 books for 2 weeks at a time. They may renew 

books up to 3 times unless an item has been reserved by someone else. If books are needed 

for longer, the borrower should speak to Library staff. 



 

• Sixth Form pupils may borrow 12 books for 4 weeks at a time. They may renew books for 

extensive periods if needed for their work, but must communicate with Library staff 

regarding this. 

• Overdue notifications are sent to pupils if items become 1, 10 and 20 days overdue. If an 

item becomes 30 days overdue, the pupil’s parents will be contacted about locating or 

replacing it; Lower and Middle School pupils will also receive a referral.  

• Once the Library has replaced a book due to it being damaged, lost or not returned, its 

replacement will have to be paid for via end-of-term billing. 

Milham Ford and Playground: rules 

a) The School playground is for use by Second and Third Form pupils. Only tennis balls 

may be used. 

b) Milham Ford 

• priority use of the Sports Hall end is for the 5th and 6th Forms. 

• priority use of the Iffley Road end is for the use of the L4th and U4th Forms.  

• No climbing on the wooden boards and goalposts. 

• No swinging/climbing on the outer netting. 

• Do not interfere with the tennis nets if they are in place. 

• Basketballs may be used but only for the purpose of basketball. 

• Balls kicked or hit into Christ Church should not be collected without the authority of a 

member of staff. 

• No bags are to be left inside the area or blocking any of the entrance gates. 

• Eating and drinking on Milham Ford is strictly forbidden. 

• No ball games or running are allowed between the fenced area and the school buildings. 

School Uniform 

Junior, Lower and Middle Schools  

The School expects a neat appearance and a good standard of dress. Pupils should be clean-

shaven and hair should be clean, safe, of a natural colour, and unostentatious in style. 

 Clothes must be clean, in good repair, and worn properly. Ties must be properly tied and not 

obscured. Tee shirts must not be worn, nor should sweatshirts or sports shirts except for sport. 

Trainers are not acceptable except for sport. No visible personal jewellery may be worn. Pupils 

must travel to and from school properly dressed. The uniform is: 

 



 

Junior School  

School jersey (grey with red V stripe) 

Grey formal trousers or grey knee-length shorts 

Plain white shirt 

School tie 

Black shoes which should be clean and in good repair (not boots or trainers) 

Plain style socks in grey or black 

Choristers 

Chorister jacket, black trousers, white shirt, Chorister tie, smart black shoes, plain grey or black 

socks 

2nd – 5th Forms 

Black, dark blue or dark grey blazer or smart jacket 

Dark grey or black formal trousers or during summer dress only, black or grey formal knee-

length shorts 

Plain white or light blue shirt or white shirt with formal and unostentatious blue stripes 

School tie 

Smart black shoes which should be clean and in good repair (not trainers) 

Plain style socks in grey or black 

Plain grey, black or navy V-neck pullover (optional) 

Coats, anoraks or cagoules should be unostentatious and appropriate for the jacket to be worn 

underneath. Pupils should not wear coats inside. 

Sixth Form Dress Code 

The Sixth Form dress code is designed to assist in managing the transition from wearing a 

traditional school uniform to dressing for a formal working environment. Pupils should be 

dressed in a professional, business-like and unostentatious way, appropriate to a formal setting. 

Dress must not impede the wearer’s or others’ learning or safety. In the Sixth Form, as for other 

age groups, the School expects neat appearance and a good standard of dress, both at school and 

while travelling to and from school. 

Formal suit (trouser or skirt); or 

Formal trousers, traditionally tailored and full length, with a smart jacket; or 

Formal skirt, no more than one knee above the knee, with a smart jacket; or 

Formal dress, no more than one knee above the knee, with a smart jacket. And 



 

Formal shirt, buttoned at the neck with school tie (or colours/prefects’ tie); or 

Formal blouse appropriately buttoned (tie not required). And 

Socks or natural, grey or black tights. And 

Black or brown smart leather shoes (not trainers). 

Optionally, a smart pullover worn under the jacket and leaving the tie, if worn, visible. 

Any make up and jewellery should be minimal and discreet. 

Hair should be clean, neat, safe, of a natural colour, and unostentatious in style. 

Parents 

Parents act as role models to their children and the School seeks to work in positive partnership 

with parents in support of pupils. Accordingly, the School expects parents to respect the 

professional judgement and decisions of members of staff, e.g. in relation to disciplinary 

sanctions or grade predictions. The School would also remind parents that staff have a right to 

dignity in their workplace and asks that parents refrain from recording staff e.g. during online 

parents’ evenings.   

As set out in the School’s Parent Contract, the School may also require the removal of a pupil in 

circumstances where the Master considers in their discretion that the behaviour or conduct of a 

parent (or both parents) is unreasonable; and/or adversely affects (or is likely to adversely affect) 

their child's and/or other children's progress at the School, and/or the wellbeing of School staff; 

and/or brings (or is likely to bring) the School into disrepute (among the School community or 

the general public); and/or is not in accordance with their obligations under the Parent Contract. 

A non-exhaustive list of the sorts of behaviour that could merit required removal of a pupil on 

the grounds of unacceptable parental behaviour or conduct includes the following: 

• treating the School or a member of staff unreasonably; 

• making a malicious allegation about a member of staff or the School; 

• communicating with the School in person or in writing (directly or indirectly), in a 

manner which is deemed voluminous, and/or relentless, and/or confrontational, and/or 

unreasonable, and/or aggressive; 

• behaving in a manner which adversely affects (or in a manner which is likely to adversely 

affect) the welfare of a member or members of the School  community; and 

• breaching the Parent Contract.  

The School reserves the right to impose sanctions for parental behaviour falling short of required 

removal, including but not limited to placing restrictions on a parent’s access to School / School 

events, communications with the School and/or the imposition of a warning (up to and including 

a final written warning). 



 

The issues outlined above are unusual and the School is grateful for the positive and respectful 

relationships it enjoys with parents. 

Registration, Lateness, Absence, Off Games and Offsite 

Pupils are expected to be on time and are required to register either their attendance or 

absence as soon as possible. Pupils need permission to leave the premises and must sign 

out/in. 

Registration 

08:23   Bell Move promptly to Houserooms. 

08:25   Registration Non-attendance at Registration or Chapel requires 

prior permission from your Housemaster/Tutor. 

08:40 Chapel, Assembly or 

Extended Registration 

 

14:20 Bell Move promptly to Houserooms. 

14:22 Registration Non-attendance at Registration or Chapel requires 

prior permission from your Housemaster/Tutor. 

14:30 Period 7  

  

Morning Late Arrivals 

08:40 onwards: Go immediately to Reception and sign in giving a reason for lateness, then join 

Houseroom/Chapel where possible 

Absent 

Unexpected absence: Remind your parents that your absence must be reported by 8.25 am for 

each day you will be absent by emailing attendance@mcsoxford.org 

Planned absence: A letter or email is required well in advance (two weeks) from your parent 

seeking permission for your absence, clearly stating the reason and times, addressed to 

usher@mcsoxford.org. 

Off Games: Any pupils off games must ask their parents to email the reason to 

offgames@mcsoxford.org, as soon as possible, and certainly before the lesson, on every day that 

they are off games. They should then report to the start of the lesson. Off games pupils are 

typically still expected to participate in the session in whatever way they can. 

Off-site Activity 

All pupils, including Sixth Form must sign in and out at Reception. 

mailto:attendance@mcsoxford.org


 

Upper Sixth Formers who have written parental permission to study at home if they are free 

Period 7 and 8 must have such permission cleared with the Heads of Upper Sixth. They must still 

sign out. 

The only exception to this rule is the Sixth Form 15 minute rule (see Sixth Form Rules). 

 


