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Have a look at the BBC’s Big Read Top 100 books. How many have you read? 

 
1 THE LORD OF THE RINGS • J R R Tolkien 

2 PRIDE AND PREJUDICE • Jane Austen 

3 HIS DARK MATERIALS • Philip Pullman 

4 THE HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY • Douglas  

    Adams 

5 HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE • J K Rowling 

6 TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD • Harper Lee 

7 WINNIE THE POOH • A A Milne 

8 NINETEEN EIGHTY-FOUR • George Orwell 

9 THE LION,THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE • C S Lewis 

10  JANE EYRE • Charlotte Brontë 

11  CATCH 22 • Joseph Heller 

12  WUTHERING HEIGHTS • Emily Brontë 

13  BIRDSONG • Sebastian Faulks 

14  REBECCA • Daphne du Maurier 

15 THE CATCHER IN THE RYE • J D Salinger 

16 THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS • Kenneth Grahame 

17  GREAT EXPECTATIONS • Charles Dickens 

18  LITTLE WOMEN • Louisa May Alcott 

19  CAPTAIN CORELLI'S MANDOLIN • Louis de  Bernières 

20 WAR AND PEACE • Leo Tolstoy 

21 GONE WITH THE WIND • Margaret Mitchell 

22 HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE •  

     J K Rowling 

23 HARRY POTTER AND THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS • J K     

     Rowling 

24 HARRY POTTER AND THE PRISONER OF AZKABAN • J K  

    Rowling 

25 THE HOBBIT • J R R Tolkien 

26  TESS OF THE D'URBERVILLES • Thomas Hardy 

27  MIDDLEMARCH • George Eliot 

28  A PRAYER FOR OWEN MEANY • John Irving 

29 THE GRAPES OF WRATH • John Steinbeck 

30  ALICE'S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND • Lewis Carroll 

31THE STORY OF TRACY BEAKER • Jacqueline Wilson 

32 ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF SOLITUDE • Gabriel García  

    Márquez 

33 THE PILLARS OF THE EARTH • Ken Follett 

34 DAVID COPPERFIELD • Charles Dickens 

35 CHARLIE AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY •  Roald Dahl 

36 TREASURE ISLAND • Robert Louis Stevenson 

37  A TOWN LIKE ALICE • Nevil Shute 

38 PERSUASION • Jane Austen 

39 DUNE • Frank Herbert 

40 EMMA • Jane Austen 

41 ANNE OF GREEN GABLES • L M Montgomery 

42 WATERSHIP DOWN • Richard Adams 

43 THE GREAT GATSBY • F Scott Fitzgerald 

44 THE COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO • Alexandre Dumas 

45 BRIDESHEAD REVISITED • Evelyn Waugh 

46 ANIMAL FARM • George Orwell  

47 A CHRISTMAS CAROL • Charles Dickens 

48 FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD • Thomas  Hardy 

 

49 GOODNIGHT MISTER TOM • Michelle Magorian 

50 THE SHELL SEEKERS • Rosamunde Pilcher 

51THE SECRET GARDEN • Frances Hodgson Burnett 

52 OF MICE AND MEN • John Steinbeck 

53 THE STAND • Stephen King 

54 ANNA KARENINA • Leo Tolstoy 

55  A SUITABLE BOY • Vikram Seth 

56 THE BFG • Roald Dahl 

57 SWALLOWS AND AMAZONS • Arthur Ransome 

58 BLACK BEAUTY • Anna Sewell 

59 ARTEMIS FOWL • Eoin Colfer 

60 CRIME AND PUNISHMENT • Fyodor Dostoyevsky 

61 NOUGHTS AND CROSSES • Malorie Blackman 

62 MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA • Arthur Golden 

63 A TALE OF TWO CITIES • Charles Dickens 

64 THE THORN BIRDS • Colleen McCollough 

65  MORT • Terry Pratchett 

66 THE MAGIC FARAWAY TREE • Enid Blyton 

67 THE MAGUS • John Fowles 

68 GOOD OMENS • Terry Pratchett and Neil Gaiman 

69 GUARDS! GUARDS! • Terry Pratchett 

70 LORD OF THE FLIES • William Golding 

71 PERFUME • Patrick Suskind 

72 THE RAGGED TROUSERED PHILANTHROPISTS  

   • Robert Tressell 

73 NIGHT WATCH • Terry Pratchett 

74 MATILDA • Roald Dahl 

75 BRIDGET JONES'S DIARY • Helen Fielding 

76 THE SECRET HISTORY • Donna Tartt 

77 THE WOMAN IN WHITE • Wilkie Collins 

78 ULYSSES • James Joyce 

79 BLEAK HOUSE • Charles Dickens 

80 DOUBLE ACT • Jacqueline Wilson 

81 THE TWITS • Roald Dahl 

82 I CAPTURE THE CASTLE • Dodie Smith 

83  HOLES • Louis Sachar 

84  GORMENGHAST • Mervyn Peake 

85 THE GOD OF SMALL THINGS • Arundhati Roy 

86  VICKY ANGEL • Jacqueline Wilson 

87  BRAVE NEW WORLD • Aldous Huxley 

88 COLD COMFORT FARM • Stella Gibbons 

89  MAGICIAN • Raymond E Feist 

90  ON THE ROAD • Jack Kerouac 

91 THE GODFATHER • Mario Puzo 

92 THE CLAN OF THE CAVE BEAR • Jean M Auel 

93 THE COLOUR OF MAGIC • Terry Pratchett 

94 THE ALCHEMIST • Paulo Coelho 

95  KATHERINE • Anya Seton 

96  KANE AND ABEL • Jeffrey Archer 

97  LOVE IN THE TIME OF CHOLERA • Gabriel  

     García Márquez 

98  GIRLS IN LOVE • Jacqueline Wilson 

99  THE PRINCESS DIARIES • Meg Cabot 

100 MIDNIGHT'S CHILDREN • Salman Rushdie 

 

This list was made nearly 10 years ago; how different do you think it would be now?  Can you 

make some suggestions below of books you would include? 

  



A longer list: 300 novels 
 
Ackroyd, Peter - Chatterton 
Adams, Douglas - The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy  
Allende, Isabelle - House of the Spirits 
Angelou, Maya - I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 
Amis, Kingsley - Lucky Jim, The Green Man 
Amis, Martin - The Rachel Papers, Money, London Fields 
Asimov, Isaac - The Foundation Trilogy, I, Robot 
Atwood, Margaret - The Handmaid's Tale  
Austen, Jane - Pride and Prejudice, Emma, Persuasion, Mansfield Park, Sense and Sensibility 
Baldwin, James - Go Tell it on the Mountain  
Ballard, J. G. - Empire of the Sun  
Balzac, Honor de - Old Goriot  
Banks, Iain - The Wasp Factory, Complicity 
Banks Lynne Reid - The L-Shaped Room 
Barker, Pat - Regeneration Trilogy 
Barnes, Julian - A History of the World in 10 1/2 Chapters, Metroland, Flaubert’s Parrot, 
Talking it Over 
Bellow, Saul - Herzog, Humboldt’s Gift, The Adventures of Augie March, Seize the Day 
Bowen, Elizabeth - The Death of the Heart  
Boyd, William  - The Blue Afternoon, Brazzaville Beach 
Bradbury, Malcolm - The History Man  
Bradbury, Ray - Farenheit 451 
Braine, John - Room at the Top  
Bronte, Charlotte - Jane Eyre  
Bronte, Emily - Wuthering Heights  
Brookner, Anita - Hotel du Lac 
Buchan, John - The Thirty-Nine Steps  
Burgess, Anthony - A Clockwork Orange, Earthly Powers, A Dead Man in Debtford 
Burnett, Frances Hodgson - The Secret Garden 
Byatt, A. S. - Possession 
Camus, Albert - La Chute (The Fall), L'Etranger (The Outsider), La Peste (The Plague) 
Capote, Truman - In Cold Blood  
Carey, Peter - Oscar and Lucinda, True History of the Kelly Gang 
Carr, J. L. - A Month in the Country 
Carroll, Lewis - Alice’s Adventures  in Wonderland 
Carter, Angela - The Magic Toyshop, Nights at the Circus, Wise Children 
Cervantes - Don Quixote 
Chandler, Raymond - The Big Sleep 
Chatwin, Bruce - On the Black Hill  
Chevalier, Tracy - Girl with a Pearl Earring 
Christie, Agatha - The Murder of Roger Ackroyd 
Coelho, Paolo - The Alchemist 
Coetzee, J. M. - Disgrace 
Collins, Wilkie - The Woman in White 
Conrad, Joseph - Heart of Darkness, Nostromo, The Secret Agent, Under Western Eyes, 
Chance 
Crane, Stephen - The Red Badge of Courage 
Crompton, Richmal - Just William 
De Bernieres, Louis - Captain Corelli’s Mandolin 



Defoe, Daniel - Moll Flanders, Robinson Crusoe 
Desai, Anita - Fasting, Feasting 
Dickens, Charles - A Tale of Two Cities, David Copperfield, Great Expectations, Hard Times, 
Bleak House  
Dostoyevsky, Fyodor - Crime and Punishment, The Brothers Karamazov 
Doyle, Arthur Conan - The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, The Hound of the Baskervilles 
Dumas, Alexandre - The Three Musketeers 
Durrell, Gerald - My Family and Other Animals 
Eco, Umberto - The Name of the Rose 
Eliot, George - Adam Bede, The Mill on the Floss, Middlemarch 
Esquivel, Laura - Like Water for Chocolate 
Faulkner, William - As I Lay Dying, The Sound and the Fury 
Faulks, Sebastian - Birdsong, The Girl at the Lion d’Or 
Fielding, Henry - Tom Jones 
Fitzgerald, F. Scott - The Great Gatsby, Tender is the Night 
Flaubert, Gustave - Madame Bovary  
Fleming, Ian - Goldfinger  
Forester, C. S. - Mr. Midshipman Hornblower  
Forster, E. M. - A Room with a View, A Passage to India, Howard’s End 
Fournier, Alain - Le Grand Mealnes 
Fowles, John - The Collector, The French Lieutenant’s Woman 
Fuentes, Carlos - The Death of Artemio Cruz 
Fry, Stephen - The Liar  
Gaskell, Elizabeth – Mary Barton, North and South 
Gide, Andre - The Immoralist, Pastoral Symphony 
Giorno, Jean - The Man Who Planted Trees 
Gogol - Dead Souls 
Golding, William - Lord of the Flies, The Spire, Rites of Passage 
Grahame, Kenneth - The Wind in the Willows 
Grass, Gunter - The Tin Drum 
Greene, Graham - Brighton Rock, The Heart of the Matter, The Power and the Glory 
Grossmith, George and Weedon - The Diary of a Nobody 
Hardy, Thomas - Jude the Obscure, Tess of the D’Urbervilles, The Mayor of Casterbridge 
Hawthorne, Nathaniel – The Scarlet Letter 
Heller, Joseph - Catch 22  
Hemingway, Ernest - A Farewell to Arms, For Whom the Bell Tolls 
Hesse, Hermann - The Prodigy, Siddharta, Steppenwolf 
Hill, Susan - I’m the King of the Castle, The Woman in Black  
Hollinghurst, Alan - The Line of Beauty 
Hughes, Richard - A High Wind in Jamaica 
Huxley, Aldous - Brave New World, Point Counter Point 
Isherwood, Christopher - Goodbye to Berlin, Mr. Norris Changes Trains 
Irving, John - The World According to Garp, A Prayer for Owen Meany 
Ishiguro, Kazuo - The Remains of the Day  
James, Henry - The Portrait of a Lady, What Maisie Knew, Washington Square, The Turn of the 
Screw 
Jerome, Jerome K. - Three Men in a Boat 
Johnson, Samuel - Rasselas 
Joyce, James - A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, Ulysses 
Kafka, Franz - The Trial, The Castle, Metamorphosis 
Keane, Molly - Good Behaviour 



Keneally, Thomas - Schindler's Ark  
Kesey, Ken - One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest 
King, Stephen - Misery  
Kipling, Rudyard - Just So Stories, The Day’s Work 
Koestler, Arthur - Darkness at Noon 
Lanchester, John - The Debt to Pleasure, Mr. Phillips 
Lasdun, James - The Horned Man 
Lawrence, D. H. - Lady Chatterley’s Lover, Sons and Lovers, Women in Love, The Rainbow 
Le Carre, John - A Perfect Spy, The Spy Who Came in from the Cold 
Lee, Harper - To Kill a Mockingbird 
Lessing, Dorothy - The Grass is Singing 
Lewis, C. S. - The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 
Levi, Primo - The Periodic Table 
Lindsay, Joan - Picnic at Hanging Rock   
Lodge, David - Nice Work, Thinks, Changing Places 
London, Jack - Call of the Wild 
Mailer, Norman - The Naked and the Dead, The Executioner’s Song 
Mann, Thomas - The Magic Mountain, Death in Venice, Confessions of the Confidence 
Trickster Felix Krull 
Marquez, Gabriel Garcia - One Hundred Years of Solitude 
Martel, Yann - The Life of Pi 
McCoy, Horace - They Shoot Horses, Don’t They? 
McInnes, Colin - Absolute Beginners 
McKewan, Ian - Atonement, A Child in Time, Enduring Love, Amsterdam, Saturday 
Maugham, W. Somerset - Of Human Bondage  
McCullers, Carson - The Member of a Wedding 
Mehta, Gita - Raj 
Melville, Herman - Moby Dick 
Milne, A. A. - Winnie-the-Pooh 
Mitchell, Margaret - Gone with the Wind 
Mo, Timothy - The Redundancy of Courage 
Montgomery, L. M. - Anne of Green Gables 
Moore, Brian - The Colour of Blood, The Black Robe 
Murdoch, Iris - The Sandcastle, The Black Prince 
Nabokov, Vladimir - Lolita  
Naipaul, V. S. - A House for Mr. Biswas 
Orwell, George - 1984, Animal Farm 
Pasternak, Boris - Dr. Zhivago 
Paton, Alan - Cry, the Beloved Country 
Pears, Iain - An Instance of the Fingerpost 
Plath, Sylvia - The Bell Jar 
Potter, Beatrix - The Tale of Peter Rabbit 
Powell, Anthony - Afternoon Men 
Puzo, Mario - The Godfather  
Rabelais, Francois - Gargantua, Pantagruel 
Remarque, Erich Maria - All Quiet on the Western Front 
Rhys, Jean - Wide Sargasso Sea 
Roth, Philip - Portnoy's Complaint 
Rubens, Bernice - Madame Sousatzka  
Rushdie, Salman - Midnight’s Children 
Salinger, J. D. - The Catcher in the Rye  



Sayers, Dorothy L - Have his Carcase  
Scott, Sir Walter - Ivanhoe 
Sharpe, Tom - Riotous Assembly, Porterhouse Blue 
Shelley, Mary - Frankenstein  
Sillitoe, Alan - Saturday Night and Sunday Morning, The Loneliness of the Long Distance 
Runner 
Solzhenitsyn, Alexander - One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovitch  
Spark, Muriel - The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie  
Steinbeck, John - The Grapes of Wrath, Of Mice and Men, East of Eden 
Sterne, Laurence - Tristram Shandy 
Stevenson, R. L. - Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Treasure Island, Kidnapped 
Stoker, Bram - Dracula  
Storey, David - This Sporting Life 
Stowe, Harriet Beecher - Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
Swift, Graham - Waterland, Last Orders 
Swift, Jonathan - Gulliver's Travels 
Svevo, Italo - Confessions of Zeno 
Tan, Amy - The Joy Luck Club 
Tartt, Donna - The Secret History 
Taylor, Midred D. - Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry 
Thackeray, William Makepeace - Vanity Fair 
Theroux, Paul - Mosquito Coast, Hotel Honolulu 
Tolkien, J. R. R. - The Hobbit, Lord of the Rings 
Tolstoy, Leo - Anna Karenina, War and Peace 
Trollope, Anthony - Barchester Towers 
Twain, Mark - The Adventures of  Huckleberry Finn, The Adventures of  Tom Sawyer 
Voltaire - Candide 
Vonnegut, Kurt - Slaughterhouse-Five 
Walker, Alice - The Color Purple  
Waugh, Evelyn - Decline and Fall, Brideshead Revisited, A Handful of Dust, Vile Bodies, Scoop 
Wells, H. G. - War of the Worlds, Tono Bungay, The History of Mr. Polly, The Time Machine 
West, Nathaniel - The Day of the Locust 
White, T. H. - The Sword in the Stone 
Wilde, Oscar - A Picture of Dorian Grey 
Wilder, Thornton - The Bridge of San Luis Rey 
Williams, Nigel - The Wimbledon Poisoner, East of Wimbledon 
Wilson, Angus - Anglo-Saxon Attitudes, Hemlock and After 
Winterson, Jeanette - Oranges are not the Only Fruit, Sexing the Cherry 
Wodehouse, P. G. - What ho, Jeeves!, My Man Jeeves 
Wolfe, Tom - The Bonfire of the Vanities 
Woolf, Virginia - To the Lighthouse, Mrs. Dalloway, Orlando 
Wyndham, John - The Day of the Triffids, The Kraken Wakes, The Midwich Cuckoos, The 
Crysalids 
Zola, Emile - Therese Raquin, The Earth, Germinal 
 


